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November 4, 2008
WHEN YOUR GRANDSON ISN’T YOUR GRANDSON

One of the many scams that frequently targets seniors is the call for help from someone posing as a grandchild or distant relative.  When the victim, usually elderly, answers the phone the caller typically says “It’s your grandson” (granddaughter, nephew, etc.) or just “It’s me”.   Sometimes the victim will reply with something like, “Is that you, Steve?”  Now the scammer has a name and pretends to be Steve and explains that he has gotten into trouble and needs the victim to wire him some money immediately.  This fraud is being perpetrated daily around the world, including consumers who have been targeted in the Denver metro area.

To protect yourself (and elderly parents, grandparents, etc.), District Attorney Carol Chambers recommends:

1. Never supply a name when someone calls pretending to be a relative or former neighbor or acquaintance.  Make the caller tell you who they are.
2. Even if they seem to have all the right information, check the caller’s story with other family members before you consider sending money or giving information to the caller.
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Need Help?

Call the Consumer Protection Line

720-874-8547             
Please hit the browser Back button/arrow to return to the previous page                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
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